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— His ancient Kingdome, al- 
—_— though not the moſt ourt- 
ſhing inthe glory and wealth 

of the World, hathbeenſo 

largely recompenſed with 
the riches of the Goſpel, in 
the reformation and purity 
of Religion from the abun- 
danr mercy and free grace of 
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our Gov towards us, thatall the refarmed Kirks a- 
bour us, didadmire our happineſſe. And King Iames 
himſelfof happy memorie, gloried that he had the 


honour to be born, and to be a King inthe beſt re- 


formed Kirk in the world. Thoſe blefsings of pure 
doctrine, Chriſtian governement, andrighttrame of 
diſcipline we long enjoyed, as they were preſcribed 
by Gops own word ; whoas the great Maſter of his 
family, left moſt perteR direions for his own eco2 
nomic , and the whole officers of hishouſe: till the 
IX -+ - 10,8 Prelats, 
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Prelats, without calling from Gov, or warrand from 
his word,did ingire themſelves by their craft and vio- 
lence upon the houſe of Gop. Their craftie entrie at 
the beginning was diſguiſed under many cautions and 
caveats , which they never obſerved, and have pro- 
feſſed ſince, they never intended to obſerve, though 
* they were ſworn thereto. Their wayes of promo- 
ving their courſe were ſubtile and cunning: as in ab- 
ſtrating the regiſters of the Kirk, wherein their go- 
vernment was condemned; in impeding yearly gene- 
rall Aſſemblies , whereunto they were ſubje& and 
comptable; and generally'in enfeebling the power of 
the Kirk , and eſtabliſhing the ſame totally in their 
own perſons:whereby inaſhort time they made ſuch 
progreſle, that being inveſted inthe prime places of 
eſtate, and arming themſelves with the boundleſle 
power of\the high Commiſſion, they made them- 
ſelves lords over Gods inheritance: and out of their 


| greatneſſe , without any ſhew of order or Councell, 
| without adviſe of the Kirk, but attheir own pleaſure 
| cnterpriſed to alter and ſubvert the former doQtine 

and diſcipline of this Kirk, & introduce many fearfull 


corruptions and innovations ,to the ntter overthrow 
of religion;and to make us no leſle miſerablethen we 


"i were happy before. Theſe preſſing grievances did at 
[ length awake the good SubjeRts to petition his Maje- 
\|þ ſticand his Councell for redreſſe. And albeit at laſt, 


| after many reiterated ſupplications and long attend- 
4 ance, his Majeſtic hath been graciouſly pleaſed to 
| 1 grant a free generall Aſſembly , yet inthe beginning 
| i by the credit ofthe Prelates , and their commodity of 
acceſle, his. Royall care was long ſtoped to our cryes, 
and wee diſcharged under-the paine of treaſon to 
Cee 
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_ for making atty more remonſtrances of our juſt 

Ires, 

In this diſtreſſe none other mean, nor hope of 
redreſle being left, wee had our recourſe to Go v, 
who hath the hearts of all Kings and Rulers in his 
hand; and therefore taking to our heart, that Gop 
had juſtly puniſhed us , forthe breach of that natio- 
nall Covenant, made with Gop, in Anno 15 $0. 
We thought firto reconcile our ſelves tohim again, 
by renewing the ſame Covenant. And ſo, in obe- 
dicnce to his divine Commandement, conforme ro 
the practiſe of the godly in former times , and accor- 
ding tothe laudable example of our religious Proge- 
nitours , warranted by ads of Councel, weagain re. 
newedour confeſſionof Faith ofthis Kirk and King. 


dome, as a reallceſtimonie ofour fidelitic to G o », 


in bearing witneſſe to the truth- of thar Religion 
whereunto we were ſwornto adhere in DoQrineand 
Diſcipline, of our loyaltic to our Soveraigne, and 
muruall unionamong our ſelves inthat cauſe. Which 
Confeſſion, with a ſenſible demonſtration of Gops 
bleſſing from heaven , was ſolemnly ſworn and ſub- 
ſcribed, by perſons of all ranks, throughout this 
Kirk and Kingdome, with a neceſlar explanation 
and application for excluding the innovations and 
corruptions introduced in the Religion, and gover- 
ment of this Kirk, ſince the year 1580. that ſo our 
oath to Gop might be clear for maintenance of the 
doctrine and diſcipline then profeſſed and eſtabliſh- 
ed ,/ and according to the meaning of that rime. 
The happie effects ofthis our reſolution and doing, 
bave been wonderfull : And fince that time G o » s 
rs ae 9. Oi: 
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powerfull handinthe conduR of this buſinefſe hath 
evidently appeared, For after ſometime , upon the 
continuance of our groatcs and ſupplications , our 
gracious Soveraigne was pleaſed to ſend into this 
Kingdome, The noble Lord Ia » = s Marques of 
Hammiltoun , 8&c, with commiſſion to hear and re- 
dreſſe our heavie grievances : who after many voy+ 
agesto his Majeſtic, and long conferences and treat- 
ing withus , necdleſſe ro berclated ih this place, did 
inend, by commandement from his Majeſtie , indi 
a free generall Aſſembly ro be holden at Glaſgow the 
twentie one of November laſt, and proclaimeda Pare 
liamentto be holdenar Edprburgh the fifteenth of May 
nexto-come, for ſerling a perte peace in this Kirk 
and Kingdome: And further togive full aſſurance to 
the ſubjeRs, that his Majeſtiedid never intend to ad- 
mit any change or alteration in the true religion, al- 
readie eſtablithed and profeſſed in this Kingdome : 
And that 8ll his good people mighr bee fully and 
clearly ſatisfied of therealitie of his royall intentions 
for the maintenance of the truth and integritie of the 
faid Religion , his Majeſtie did injoynand command 
allthe Lords of his privic Councel, Senatours ofthe 
Colledge of Iuſtice , and all other ſubje&ts whatſo.. 
ever, to renew and ſubſcribe the confeſsion of Faith 
formerly ſubſcribed by King Iam = s of bleſſed 
memorie and his houſhold in Amro 15 80. and 
thereafter by perſons ofall ranks , in Anno 1581, by 
ordinance ofthe Councel, and ads of the generall 
Aſſembly, and again ſubſcribed by all ſorts ofper. 
ſons in Anne. 1590. by anew ordinance of Coun. 
ccl, atthe deſire of the gencrall Aſſembly , = : 
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band for maintenance of the true Religion, the Kings 
perſon, &each of ather in thatcauſe:as the proclamarti. 
on of indiction, being dated at Gatlands,the 9g. of "op 
tember, publiſhed at the Mercat croſle of Edinburgh , 
the 22. of the ſaid maneth, mare fully proporterh. 
Uponthe hearing of which Proclamation , Theſe 
who were attending at Edinbyrgh , and expeRting a 
racious anſwer of our former deſires, as our of 
unden duety they did with all thankfulnefle ac- 
knowledge his Majeſtics gracious fayour: So out of 
zeal ta Gop and Religion,they did praxeſt,that they 
who had by the late Covenant and Confeſſion can- 
deſcended more ſpecially tothe innovations and er- 
rqurs of the time, could not after { ſolemnea ſpeci- 
fication,xeturneto an implicitand moregenerall con- 
tcſſion cPjoyRed » conforme to ainandar, appaxantly 
diſcrepant from the genuine meaning of the confeſſi- 
on,and wanting both explication & application, and 
did moſt humbly and earneftly deſire the Lords of his 
wajeſties councel, thatthey would not, inregard of 
the former reafons , preſſe uponthe ſubjects the fub- 
ſcription ofthis 'Covenant , but that they might be 
pleaſed to foxebear their own ſubſcribing of it,in re- 
ſpe of the inconveniences might reſult upontheir 
ſubGribing thereof, in an ambiguous ſenfe; buttheir 


| Lordſhips not having ſubſcribedthar confeſſion,con- 
| taining our former explanation, and being required 


by his Majeſtjies Commiſſioner,to ſubſcribe the Con- 


| fe(ion, as it wasdrawen up, and preſented tothenn, 


EW 


| wichout our explanation, with a generalt band for 


maintenance of the Religion in DoRrine and. Dif. 
Sipline now preſenslyprofelt , and of his —_— 
| | | perlon. 


Mrs, | 
perſon, leaſt theſe words ( now preſently ) repeated in 
this year 1 6 3 8. ſhould inferre any approbationof 
theſe innovations , introduced fince the year 1580. 
whereof many did juſtly complaine, after deliberati- 
on for removing ofthis ſcruple and prejudice, and 
clearing oftheir own meaning; they cauſed make an 
a& of councel that their ſwearing and ſubſcribing of 
the confeſſion of Faith was according to the tennour 
and date the ſecond of cAtarch 1580. according as it 
was then profeſt withinthis Kingdome: whereupon 
they reſted ſatisfied , being contident that the geae- 
rall Aſſembly then indited, would remove any 
doubt and differ which mightariſe anentthe meaning 
and interpretation of the confeſſion of Faith, and 
clear what was profeſt inthe year 1580, Yet ſome 
having ſubſcribed that Covenaat in different ſenſes, 
others forebearing to ſubſcribe the ſame, as ſome of 
the Lords of Seſſion, till rhe Aſſembly ſhoulddeclare 
the genuine and true meaning of the Confeſſion , up- 
on whoſe interpretation, asof the only competent 
judge, they might acquieſce , and reſt ſatisfied: | 
which now afteraccuratetryall of theats of gene«= 
rall Aſſemblies,and maturedcliberation,is fully clea- 
red, and explained in this laſt generall Aſſembly by 
Gops mercy, and his Majeſties graciaus favour of 
indiction,holden ar Glaſzow:as the at made thereup- 
on doth proport: whereby Epiſcopall government, 
mongſtmany other innovations is found upon unde- 
nyable evidences of truth and declaredro be condem- 
ned and abjured inthis Kirk , in A» 1580, Thereis 
notwithſtanding publiſhed in name of his Majeſties 
Commiſſioner a declaration, tending to diſſwatle his 
NY oo I 0s, 4, -c, _ 
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Majeſties ſubjeRs from receiving the explanation of 
the confeſſion made by this Aſſembly, and affirming 
that the confeſsion ſubſcribed by the Councel,doth 
no wayes exclude Epiſcopall government , nor any 
thing elſe eſtabliſhed by laws ſtanding in force , the 
time ofthe taking ofthe ſaid oath , the ninth of Sep- 
tember laſt ; notwithſtanding the forefaid at of A(- 
ſembly , which as the decree of our mother Kirk 
ought to bee received and reverenced by all her chil- 
dren, and a&t of Councel , whereoſthe words are fo 
cleare, as they cannot admit anic mental! reſeryation, 
which is acknowledged by ſuch of the Councellers 
then preſent and ſubſcribers, whoſe hearts G © Þ 
hath touched, ro make the ſenſe of their oath to 
God , preponder with them above all other world- 
ly reſpects and fears. 
[ vu declaration containeth five arguments , with 
a boundle of as of Parliament, quorted and 
drawenup by ſome perſons, whom wee know not; 
but ſeen and approven by the Commitſsioner: where- 
by his Grace indevourerh to evince his concluſion,, 
that Epiſcopal government w4s not abjured by the Coun- 
cel, nor the Covenant 1580. Which is ſo repugnant 
to the ads of the Kirk ; TheaRof Councel, aad all 
reaſon , that wee are confident, the ſame will make 
no impreſsion in the judgement ofany well affeted 
Chriſtian , as ſhall be evident by our following an- 
ſwers , which we offer to the readers conſideration, 
after he hath firſt expendedtheſe generalls, 
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t. This declaration is only made by his Maje- C——_ 


ſties Commiſsioner , and not by the Lords of ſecret ;4, ny. 
Couacecl, who ſhould be ficteſt iaterpreters of their razion, © 
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own a, and whoſe atſhould be the ample expreſ. 
ſion of their meaning, elſe afts of Councel, by pol- 
ſibilitic ofadmitting the variable commentarie of ia- 
tentions, will loſſe all force and vigour iathemſelves, 
And yct it isevidentthat the Councellers have not 
only attually ſworne to maintain. the Religion and 
Diſcipline eſtabliſhed in Anno 1580- When Epiſco- 
pacie was condemaed; burlikewiſe intended ro doe 
ſo: becauſe they have diſtinguiſhedand oppoſed be- 
rweene the Religion preſently profeſſed, 1638 men- 
tionedinthe Proclamation,and the Religion profel- 
ſed in Anno.1580, mentioned in their at; and by 
that oppoſitioa of »ow and then, they rejectthe one, 
and {wear theother: otherwiſe they aceded no decla- 
ration: which notwithſtanding accompanies their 
ſubſcriptions, and is acknowledged by the Com- 
miſſionerinthe ſecond line, to bean a explaini 
the Confeſſion, forobedience whercof allthoſe who 
have ſubſcribed that Covenaar, have done the ſame. 
2. Albcit his Majeſty did not conceive any difference 
berweenthe Religion , Dorine and Diſcipline now 
profeſt, from that which was in'Anno 1580, (where- 
with his Majeſtie can hardly be acquainted , without 
peruſing the records of Aſſemblies) yet his Majeſtics 
reall inteation was to maintaine the confeſsion of 
Faith profeſſed in Anyo 1580, becaule his Royall 
difigne by that commandement wasto maintain true 
Chriltian Religion in puritic ( whereunto Epiſcopa- 
cie by this Kirk was ever judged and coademned as 
prejudiciall)and ro remove the fears of hisMajeſtics 
good Subjects, complaining of by-gone innovati- 
tions,and apprehcading greater Changes; which cnds 
| are. 
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are only obtainedby ſubſcripriog of the Confefsion 
as it was Anno 1580. And nowiſe by maintaining the 
Religion now preſently profeſt ; becauſe the corrup- 
tions now preſently received in this Kirk, are the - 
grounds of ourjuſt complaints,as being contrary to 
the word of Goo,& forſaid confeſsion in Annors 80, 
3, We muſt diſtinguiſh between oathes, tendered by 
the firſt framers of the Confeion, the whole Kirk, 
who have power to interpret and explaine the ſame, 
and oathes required , to be renewed by the ſuppreme 
Magiſtrat the Kings Majeſtic, who as cuſtos utriuſ- 
que tabule , and a truce Son of the Kirk, ought to * 
reccivethe true meaning ofthe Kirk, and cauſe it to 
be received of thoſe whomGod hath ſubjected to him. 
And we are confident that his Majeſtie, in his juſt * 
and pious diſpoſition, will never take away the bene- , 
fite of that holy nationall oath, and confeſſion of 
Faith ſubſcribed by his Majeſties Father of blefled 
memorte 15809. and now lately renewed again,and 
ſolemnly ſworn by the Subjects of this Kingdome, 
upon the pretence of any intentions repugnant to the 
rrue ſenſe of that confeſſion : which even as it is ſub- 
ſcribed by the Councell, doth never import that his 
Majeſtic was framing or adminiſtring any new con- 
feſhon or oath , bur only injoyning to renew theold | 
confeſſion 15 80 andtherefore unqueſtionably ſhould 
be taken inthe rrue meaning of that time. Fourthly, 
ifthere were any reall oppoſition betwixt his Majc- 
ſties Proclamation aad the act of explanation made 
by his Majeſties Commiſhoner and Councell, Yet 
the laſtmuſtbe obſerved andpreferedbeforethe firſt, 
becauſethefirſt is his privat will, the ſecond his > 
SR "" ick, 
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lick, and judiciall will. Et poſterior derozat priori , pub. 
licaprivate. Andalbeir ot not —_ ns 
the Councell did ſubſcribe the confcfſion of Faith in 
obedience to a mandat, where there was any contra- 
ricty, repugnancie, or ambiguity betwixtthe mandat 
and the Confefſion it ſelf, which was commanded, 
yer the Councell making an a that they did ſub- 
ſcribeir as it was profeſied 1580, and declaring pub- 
lickly that this was their own meaning, boththcy and 
ſuch of his Majeſties liedges, who did ſubſcribe in 0- 
bedience of their charge ,are oblidged to obſerve rem 
juratam, and the reall matter of the oath (more then 
the minde and mandat of the preſcriver) eſpecially 
ſecingitis nonew Confeſſion, butthe renewed Con- 
feſlion ofthe whole Kirk of Scotland ; The meaning 
whereof cannot be declared nor interpret by any,but 
the whole Kirk of Scotland whonow upon unan{wr- 
able reaſons , have clearly found that Epiſcopall go- 
vernement , was then aboliſhed and abjured : It fol- 
loweth by good conſequence, that the Councell 
did both virtually and verily ſwear, yea intendto 
ſwear theabjuration of Epiſcopacie, which is found 
by that confeſſion 158, &the diſcipline of the Kirk 
then eſtabliſhed, to be a corrupt government in this 
Kirk,of human invention, wanting warrand fromthe 
word of God, tending to the overthrow ofthis Kirk: 
So thatany declarationin the contrare hereof is pro- 
teitatio contraria facto, and the reaſons thereof cannot 
be forceable, to branglethe reſolution of any judici- 
ous well affetcd Chriſtian, ifhe will patiently read 
and ponder, without preoccupation, thele following 
anſwers to the five reaſons inſert in that —_— 
The 
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The firſt aleadged reaſon is this, that his Majeſtie 
could not commandan oath abſolutly unlawfull: bur 
it is abſolutely unlawfull to ſwear againſt any thing 
eſtabliſhed by the laws of the Kirk and Kingdome, 
ifthe ſame be not repugnant tothe word of God or 
repcaled by poſteriour laws. 

To this we anſwer, Firſt. The Kings Majeſtieby 
commanding his Subjects to renew the confeſſion of 
Faith for mantaining the doctrine and diſcipline pro- 
feſt in anno 1580. hath commanded them to abjure 
whatſoever is found by the competent Iudgeto be 
introduced fince that time repugnantthereto, albeit 
by the corruption of timcs it were countenanced 
with ſomelaw interveening, Secondly, the Lords of 
Councell and Sefhon and other Subjects have ſub. 
ſcribed the confeſſion of Faith as it was 1580, not 
only without any reſtriction of itto the —_— laws, 
but in a dire oppoſition to what is preſently eſtabli. 
ſhed by returning from the preſent corruptions in the 
profeſſion, ranquam termino 4 quo, to the profeſſion 
1580, tanquam terminum ad quem : which a great part 

of Councellours and other Subjects have declared 
to be their meaning. Thirdly , Epiſcopacie is found 
by the Kirk of Scotland in many Aſſemblies to bean 
office unwarranted by the word of God, unlawfull 
and repugnant thereto : ſo that theabjuration thereof 
inthis Kirk is lawfull and necefſare; Fourthly, Epiſ- 
copacie was never reſtored by any Aſſembly ofthis 
Kirk, nor theſe Aſſemblies wherein it was condem- 
ned, repealed, without the which the ſame could nor 
be eſtabliſhed by a Parliament, whoſe power doth no 
more reach ro the placeing officers originally in the 
| PS Kirk, 
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"Kirk, then the Kirkg power to the making ſtates men 
in the common-wealth. Fifthly , the laws whichany 
wa yes contribute to»the introduftion of Epiſcopa- 
cie ,do only extend to civill priviledges , and were al. 
wayes proteſted againſt by the Kirk, as contrarieto 
the nationall Covenant of this land. Sixthly, if any 
Aſſembly canbe pretended to countenance Epiſco- 
pacie or other corruptions; it ſufficethto ſay thatthe 
ſame with all the acts thereof is declared to have beety 
null and void ab initio for undeniable reaſons as the 
a& ar more length proports. Seventhly, the breach 
'of our nationall Covenant by introduRion of carry. 
ptions thereby aboliſhed, hath undoubtedly in high 
meaſure offended God: and therefore at the renova- 
tion ofthat Covenant again with God, weoughtnot 


- — 


only ta abjure all theſe innovations , bur hereafter 


ſhould be carcfull not to be relapſe in our offence. 
Eighthly, in no Covenant Epiſcopacie isexpreſly or 
ſpecifice abjured , before all Eccleſiaſticall laws fa- 
vouring the ſame was repealled, & declared null, but 
only virtually and generally, as being formerly abju- 
ged in amns 1580, And as the tryall hereof was refers 
red to the Aſſembly, as theonly Indge competent, 
ſo now when the Aſſembly hath declared and found 
Presbyteriall governmeat to have been appeoyen, 
and Epiſcopall government condemned , abolithed 
and abjured # 4zxo 1580. andin liew of perceiving 


that Epiſcapacieis ofan Apoſtolick inſtitution, have | 


clearly ſeen that it is juſtly condemaed in our Kirk, 
as the invention. of man wanting warrandor funda. 
ment inthe wordof God, teading to the overthrow 
of this Kirk , Therefore albeit Epilcopacie _ —_ 
Jurec 
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abjured expreſly inthe renovation of this/Confelion 
commanded by his Majeſtic, it was not ufiftywfall, 
but moſt neceſſary and incumbentro us all, who are 
tyed by that nationall Covenant againſt that unſaw- 


[Hterarchicallgoverament,albeit we had never re- - 


newed the ſame : Butweare falfly cakunniat to have 


condemned rhe name of a Biſhop, everras iris uſed + 


ia Scripture, which the at of Aſſembly ir ſelf, ſuſſi- 
ciently refutes, by allowing $. Pauls Biſhops to-wit 
Paſtours of a particufarflock, and condemaing only 
all other Rifhops brought in without the-warrand of 


Scripture. 2 ay 


The ſecond reaſon inthe Declararion is, thatthe tothe [o- 
oath for preſerving the diſcipline and government of condreas -- 
the Kirk, . cannot oblidge after the alteration and ſo», 


change of thatdiſciplineand government: and ſeeing 
the Diſcipline and government of the Kirk isfror 0n- 
ly alterable,burchangedin this Kirk, we are not tyed 
by that oath, after the alteration. 

Wherunto weeanfwwer,, firſt, that iris true, that 
policie and order in cerembnies is temporaric and 
may bee changed, asis meaned inthat;article ofthe 
Confefsion cited inthe declaration: Burta Biſhop or 
his office, or chegoverament of G'6 » s houſe can- 
not be called a ceremony , nay, they will beloath to 
bevilified by that appellation: burifitbea ceremony 
they are of ao Apoſtolickconfſtitution , as is mentio- 
ned in the firſt reaſ6n : ſo that if they bee lawfull go- 
vernoursin Govs houſe, wartanted by his word, 


they are ngtaltcrable: and fo this ſecond reafon mi- 


lirats not for them, if their'office be changeable, and 
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exploded from our Kirk , and may be fo by that ſe- 
cond reaſon of the declaration, 2, Onecaule of ge. 
nerall Councels is, for conſtituting a good order and 
policic in ceremonies : which is grounded upon the 
laſt verſe of the 14. Chap. tothe 1, Corinth. willing 
that all things bee done decently and in order , wherein 
the Lond giveth not power to inſtitute new officers 
in his Kirk, bur commandeth his own officers to 
exerce thcir funRions by his commandements with. 
out indecencie, or confuſion, inthe variable circum- 
ſtances thereof, to bee determined according to the 
preſent occaſions of edification, 3. Inthe 15. Chap. 
ofthe ſame confelſsion of Faith , all mens inventions 
in matters of Religion are condemned : And in the 
19 Chap. Eccleſiaſticall diſcipline uprightly mini- 
ſtredas Gops word preſcribeth. Matth.18.1.Cor.y. 
is ſet down as the third efſentiall and unchangeable 
marke of the true Kirkof Go Þ : and fo is not of 
thatnature with temporarie, changeable ceremonies: 
though unwarrantably ranked with them in the de- 
Claration. 4+ Itis cvident at our firſt reformation 
what policie was perpetuall, and what ceremonies, 
changeable, for in the firſt booke of Policie com- 
pylled thar ſame yeare with the Confeſsion, 9 head 
isexprefſed a two-fold policie ofthe Kirke : Theone 
abſolurely neceſſary in all Kirks, the other not neceſ- 
far, but changeable ſuchas, what day ofthe week 
ſermon ſhould be, and the like : whereof they eſta- 
bl:ſhedno order, but permirtedevery particukr Kirk 
to appoint their own policic, as they thought moſt 
expedient for edification:it parity of reaſon will make 
Epilcopacicgfthisnature, let all men judge. 5. Our 
AF © _ confeſſion 
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confeſtion ſpeaketh of an order in ceremonies, which 
. cannot bee appointed for all ages, as is before ſaid. 
But wheathey ſpeak of the office-bearexs inthe Kirk, 
they acknowledge accordingto the truth, that C5ri/t 
himſelf - $9" an ordinare conſtant government 


of hisKirk by his four ordinar office-bearers, The Px- 
ſtor, Elder, Dottour, 8 Deacon,toadminiſtrat the ſame 
perpetually : as is ſet down in the firſt book of Diſci- 
pline,and inthe treatiſe before the Pſalmes, which was 
drawn up at that ſame time, andallowed by the ſame 
perſons. Likeas in the year of God, r 560. when that 
confeſsion was made,&in the year r567.when it was 
ratified,and by continuall as of Aſſembly, and by 
the ſecond book of Diſcipline : The government of 
Chriſts Kirk by cheſe four ordinarie othce-bearers,is 
{cr down as founded only upon the word of Gov,as 
conſtant,unchangeable, & perpetuall: and as thatholy 
diſcipline without which Gods word cannot be pre. 
ſerved ; ſo that the intruding of any other officer in 
Gods houſe was accountedan offcce againſt theLord 
of che houſe. 6.By our oath, wee are obliged to con- 
tinucin obedicnce of diſcipline as well as doQtrine,be- 
cauſe they are both gronnded on the word of God, 
without the warrand whereof , all traditions thar are 
brought in are abjured,& the diſcipline of theKirk of 
Scotland is ſet down inthe book of policy,as ground- 


+ edon Godsword & commanded to continue tothe 


worlds cnd, whereunto we have ſworn , and cannot 
withour perjury toGod, gainſay it, likeas the Aſſe-m- 
bly ordaines the diſcipline of the Kirk to be ſubſcri- 
bed as ſuch, and the act of Parliament 5 92 Rarificth 
the diſcipline of the Kirk, as apriviledge granted by 

| | C Gov, 
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Gov, whereinto the Kings prerogative cannot bee 
prejudiciall. 7, Ir carricth no ſhew of argument 
or face of probabilitie , that the Kirk and reformers 
of Religion which condemneth all o:her ordinar of- 
ficcrs intheKirk, but theſe foure appointed by Chriſt 
did mcan under the name of variable ceremonics ro 
comprehend and admit Epiſcopacy,which frequent- 
ly they condemne, as an invention of man , withour 
the warrand of Gods word , tending to the over- 
rhrow of the Kirk and puritic of Religion, 8. The 
Prelats themſelves wil notgrant Epilcopacie to bee 
reakoned in the orders of ceremonies , which cannot 
be unchangeably conſtitute for all ages, rimes, and 
places , but are temporall as deviſed by man ; and ſo 
changeable, when they rather folter ſuperſtition then 
edific the Kirk, but herein they will diſclaime the 
benefit of this ſecond reaſon , and undoubredly af- 
firme,that Epiſcopall government,not only may be, 
but ſhould be, and was appointed for all ages, times, 
and places; & that it is notthe deviſe of man tempo- 
rall and changeable,but deriveth its extration from 
divine Apoſtolick , attheleaſt Ecclefiaſticall, perp*; 
tuall and necefſar inſtitution, as is averred in the #6 
reaſon: and ſo ſhould ever be unchangeable. 9. This 
Kirk hath ever condemned all ſuch as held the diſci- 
pline , and policic thereof, to bee indifterent and 
changeable: & in particular in Az. 1581.which is the 
year of the ſubſcription of the confeſsion of Faith, 
and book of policic, M*. Robert Montgomery is accuſed 
and condemned for that doctrine. 10, Inthe Aﬀſem- 
bly 1596. upon the Kings Majeſtics propoſition,and 
demand rhat'it might bee lawfull for him to reaſon 
or 
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or movedaubes, in any point ofthe externall poli- 
cie, government, ordiſciplias ofthe Kirk, which are 
notanſwered, af frmative or negative in the ſcripture. 
The Aſſembly concluded , that it might be lawfull 
for his Majeſtie , or his Commiſsioner, to propone 
any point tothe generall Aſſembly in matrers of cx- 
ternall government, alterable , according to the cir- 
cumſtances, provyding it bee done in right time 
and place, Anime edificandi non tentandi : Bur as for 
the cſfoaciall diſcipline, in the book of Policie: The 
ſame Aſſembly deficerh the Kings Majeſticto declare 
before his Eſtates, that he never intended toprejudge 
the ſame. 11. Albeit ic were granted that diſcipline 
were changeable, yetnow ſecing by the Kings Maje- 
ſtics own conſent, we have ſworn to maintaine the 
diſcipline of the Kirk of Scot/and,as it was 1580. we 
are obliged ſtrictly , interpoſito juramento , to abide by 
that diſcipline ppecifice: at leaſt till it be lawfully chan- 
ed by the Kirk of Scotlavd,, in her free generall Af 
ſembly, which can never bee preſuppongd: becauſe 
7n rej veritate,the Diſcipline, as well as the doctrine, 
is acknowledged and ſworn to, as unchangeable, 
wherein we muſt continue all the dayes of our life: 
and defend the fame according tg our power, under 
the penaltic-of procuring delexvedly upon our {cl- 
ves , all the curſes contained in Gods word. 13. The 
doctrine of the Kirk of Scotland, condemned Epil- 
copall, and re-eſtabliſhed Presbyreriall governmenr 
perpetually ; which we have acknowledged by joyn- 
ing our ſelves inthe aſſertorie parr-of our oath, un- 
to the Kirk of Scotland in dodrine as well as in difci- 
pline , and inthe promiſlorie part thereof by ſwear- 
2 ing 
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ing to continue in the obedience of the Diſcipline, 


as well as DoQtrine : ro ſhow that Diſciplineas well 
as Dodrine, is not variable, nor ſo ſworn to by us: 
but as an immutable law and conſtitution, which 
we areobliged to maintain perpetually. 

The third reaſon is thar we who ſubſcribed the 
Covenant, acknowledged that Epiſcopacie was nor 
abjured thereby, which is qualified by rwo inſtances, 
Firſt that the Miniſters intheir anſwers to the 2uexres 
of Aberdeine, expreſſed themſetves in that ſcnſe,hold. 
ing th: ſc things for the preſent nor to be abjured, but 
only to be referred to the tryall of a free generall A\- 
{cmbly. Next, that it is avcrred in our laſt reaſons 
againſt the ſubſcription urged by his Majeſtic, that 
this oath, requyred by his Majeſtic, doth oblidge the 
takers of it, to mantaine Perth articles, and Epiſ- 
COPAacie, | 

This needeth no anſwer if the preceding narration, 
and the whole paſſages ofthe bufinefle were confide- 
red and known ; for in theapplication of our Cove- 
nant, we did not expreſly & ſpecifice, abjure Epiſco- 
pacie, but only generally and virtually,by abjuring 
whatſoever was abjured in the Confeſſion, 1580, 
which-we found to bea ſtrong band, lying upon us 
to bind us ſtraitly to the obedience of the diſcipline 
then eſtabliſhed : wherein becauſe there had inter- 
veined ſomealterations , we permitted juſtly rhe try- 
all chereofto the Kirk , whether Eprſcopacie Perth ar; 
zicles,and other innovations were not condemned and 
abjured by the ſaid oath , which now the Afſembl 
after carefull ſearch and examination of the —_ 
have clearly found. This is the true meaning and 
ſubſtance 
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(21 
ſubſtance of the anſiver made tothe Queres of Aber- 


dine, and oughtalſo to be the ingenuous meaning of 


the Councellours, who by their act declared they 
ſubſcribed the Confeſſion 1580. as it wasthen pro. 
feſſed: which is conſonant toour generall applicati- 
on, and which being now declared by their mother 
Kirk, they ought roreverence and obcy,and not upon 
light and ſubtill pretences ro negle& and contemne. 
2, For the ſecond inſtance: Ir is truethat when the 
Councell was urged to ſubſcribe the Confeſſion, 
1580, conforme to the warrands bearing (that they 
ſhould mantaine the Religion now preſently proteſt) 
we juſtly feared, that the ſame being ſubſcribed in 
1638, would comprehend Epiſcopacie , Perth arti- 
cle;,and all othercorruptions introduced fincer 5 80, 
And therefose both in our written reaſons againſt 
that ſubſcription, and in our ſpeeches atthe Councel 
table, and to ſundry Councellours in private, we de- 
horted them upon that reaſon from that ſubſcripti- 
on: which was the true cauſe why the Councell be. 
ing convinced with that reaſon, made their explana- 
torie ac, declaring that they ſubſcribed the Confef- 
fon according ro the meaning 1580. andas it was 
then profeſt, for removing of that doubt. 3. Albeir 
by the meaning of the preſcryver of an oath, the 


ſwerer were tacitly bound to mantaine Eprſcopacie, 


Frve articles of Perth, and ſuch-like , yet according to 
the premitted conſiderations, heis more obliſhed to 
the realiry ret jurate, which is now declared and 
found to abjure Epiſcopacie, &c. Norto the mcans 
ing of the preſcriver or his own either, being con- 
trare to the explanation of the ſ{overaigne Iudge 
competent, 40 Fs The 
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(22) 
The fourth reaſons Sylogiſtically urged thus: Ic 


muſt cither be refuſed or clic taken , according tothe 
known minde, profeſſed intention, ryan | com- 
mand of authority urging the ſame, Bur iris notori- 
ouſly known, that his Majeſtic, not only in his King- 
domes of Englandand Ireland, is amantainer of Epil- 
copall government , but likewiſe is a defender, and 
mindcs to continue a defender thereof in his King- 
dome of Scotland, And therefore the oath being rag 
ken, and not refuſed, muſt be ſworn conforme to his 
Majeſtiecs known meaning, The minor is confirmed 
from our own Aſlertions. 

To this it is anſwered firſt, that in contradiQoric 


oaths,the ſwerer is more obliged to the true mean ng, 


of the oath, clearly cxpreſt rherein, then citherro his 
own meaning, orany ſenſe of the preſcryver, being 
contrary thereunto. Eſpecially in this calc, where 
there is no- new oath which may receive any new 
meaning, but the renovation ofthe old oath, which 
can admit no new deſtructive ſenſe: bur muſt bee 
ſworn conforme to the genuine originall firſt mean- 
ing. 2. That oath was juſtly refuſed by us uponthat 
oround of dilcrepance amongſt many others; & ſuch 
like, was not reccived by the Councell, till they de- 
clarcd their meaning by a ſimul & ſemel with their 
ſubſcription. 3. We do not meddle with the Kirks 
of Eneland or Ireland, but recommends tothem the 
patcrne ſhown in the mount: all our arguments and 
proccedings being for the Kirk of Scotland, where, 


from the time of her more pure reformationthen of 
her ſiſter Kirks , Epiſcopacichathever been aboliſh. 


cd, 
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ed, till thelatter times of corruption. So that though 
his Majeſtic hath hitherto mantained Epiſcopacie in 
Scotland, becauſe his Majeſtie wanted the means tobe 
informed of the ats of this Kirk, yet we know that 

God hath ſo richly repleniſhed his Royall breaſt, 
with ſuch juſtice and pictic, that when his Majeſtic 
ſhall reccive perfe& information , we are confident 
that He will never defirc any change or alteration in 
our ancicnt Kirk government and diſcipline. Eſpe- 
cially now when his Majeſtic hathcauſcdtheman- 
tainance thereof to be religiouſly ſworn, 

The fifth and laſt reaſon is,that we can never make it 
appcare,that Epiſcopal government, at the firſt time 
of adminiſtering the oath was aboliſhed z the very 
words of that confeſſion of Faith, immediatly after 
the begianing of it being theſe: recerved, beleeved, and 
defended by many and ſundry notable Kirks and Realmes, 
but chiefly by the Kirk of Scotland, the Kings Majeſtie, 
and three Eſtates of this realme, as Goals eternall truth,and 
only ground of our ſalvation, Whereupon is inferred 
that Biſhops, Abbots and Pryors, made up, at that 
time a third Eſtate ofthis realme, which gaveappro- 
bation to the confeſſion of Faith: and therefore this 
third Eſtate did not abjure Epiſcopacie. Andalbeit 
it had been aboliſhed by adts of Aſſembly, yet it was 
not ſo by a& of Parliament, bur in force by many of 
them ſtanding unrepealed, which areannexedto the 
reaſons. Which being the as of a Monarch, and 
his three Eſtates, are never repealable by any Eccle- 
ſiaſticall nationall Synod. | 

For anſyver hereunto, 1, Itdoth appeareand is ma- 
nifeſt by the Regiſters and ats of Aſſembly, em 
orc 
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fore the ſubſcription of the Confeſſion at the time 
thereof, and thereafter : That Abbots, Priors, and Bi- 
ſhops were ſo clearly , evidently , and ex preſly con- 
demned in this kirk, That che beſt wits of this age op= 
poſers of Epiſcopacy cannot yet require onefillabe 
ro be added for farther aſſurance, and the moſt able 
maintainers thereof could not pick any quarrell to 
the clcarneſſe of theexpreſſion. 2. Theclaulſecitred in 
the reaſon, is only anent the doctine, and not anenc 
the diſcipline, which thereafter is determined and the 
Hierarchie deteſted : And the Diſcipline of the Kirk 
ſworn utito. 3. Albcit thatclauſe were of diſcipline, 
yet it maketh nothing for Biſhops except by infer. 
ence, that they are comprehended under thename of 
the third Eſtate: which cannot be fo underſtoad, for 
colleQions by way of inferrence or ex conſequents, 
cannot bee adduced againſt the-expreſſe acts of the 
time: wherein the. makers fignific their mindes in 
clear termes, & apertiſsime dicendo , leaverh no place 
to preſume the contrare:eſpecially in this kingdome, 
where theſe expreſſions of fylus cnurie are carefully 
"obſerved without change : which may be ſeen inthe 
” fame caſe by many Parliaments : where it is notour 
that no Prelate was preſent, or allowed. and yer the 
adts proporting to be made by his Majeſtie and three 
Eſtates are interpreted by thequorrter as made by the 
Prela's with others. 4 Epiſcopacic was aboliſhed nor 
only by as of Aſſembly , but there is no ſtanding 
laws for Epiſcopall government , but ſome againſt 
theſame, as ſhall bee evident in the anſwer made 
to the acts of Parliament , ſubjoyned hereto : bur 
ifthcir be any Acts of Parliament ſtanding for Epil- 
copacie, 
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© copacie, the Kings Majeſtic, his Commiſſioner, the 


Councell, the Colleive-body of the Kingdome, 
hath _—_— remunced the ſame by returning to the 
dodrineanddiſcipline, r580, whereunto Epiſcopa- 
cie is contrare: which God-willing may alſobein- 
acted at the next Parliament, proclaimed to be hold- 
en by his Majeſticin <Atay.5. Theadts of the Aſſem- 


| bly,andthe book of Policic in the r.and x0. chapter, 


puteth clear merches betwixt civilland Eccleſiaſticall 
juriſdiction; making every on independent in matters 
properly belonging to their own judicatorie, and e- 
very one ſubject tothe other in matters properly be- 
longing to that other, So thatas the Aſſembly can- 
not make civill laws nor repeall them, nor imped the 


Parliament from making or repealing civill laws, no. 


more can the Parliament make Ecclefiaſticall laws 0- 
riginally, nor repeall, or hinder the lawfull Aſſem- 
blies torepeall the ſame. For albeit a&s of the AC 
ſembly are,and may be ratified in Parliament, thatis, 
only that the civill ſanRtion may concurre with the 
Eccleſiaſticall conſtitution: Burt will not ſtop the Aſ- 
ſembly to recall their own a: which being annulled 
by them, the civill ratification and ſantion fals ex 
conſequenti. For to mantaine that the Kirk may not 
repeall herown aRts,ratified once in Parliament,is ſa 
derogatorie to Chriſts prerogative and ordinance, 
rothe liberty of the Kirk , and freedome of the Aſ- 
ſembly,tothe nature, end and, reaſon of all Eccleſi- 
aſticall juriſdition, as we havemore largely cleared 
inthe P roteſtation 22. Septemberlaſt) that we beleeve 
few or none will be of that opinion. All theſe Five 
objeRions and many _ was agitate and diſculſed 

in 
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(26) 
in the Aſſembly , before the a& anent Epiſcopacie 
was made. 

And ſeeing the generall Aſſembly of the Kirk of 
Scotland, indicted by his Majeſtienow holdenat Glaſ- 
zow, which is the only Iudge competent and fit in. 
terpreter to removeandexplaine all doubts, aryſing 
upon the confeſſion of Faith , hath after long, religi- 
ous and mature declaration, exponed the ſame, and 
clearly found that Epiſcopall government in this 
Kirk, amongſt other corruptions, is abjured bythe 
confeſſion of Faith, as the ſame was profeſt within 
this Kingdome , hath diſcharged all ſubſcription to 
the Covenant, ſubſcribed and interpreted by his Ma- 
jcſties Commiſſioner, hath commanded the Cove- 
nantſubſcribed in Februare with the applicationto be 
now ſubſcribed according to her preſent determina. 
tion: therefore we truſt that the knowledge hereof, 
will be a ſufficient warning to all good Chriſtians 
and Patriots,that they ſubſcribe not the one, and that 
they ſubſcribe the other , according to the genuine 
and true meaning thereof, declared by the Kirk allen. 
ncrly, and ofno contrary incompatible ſenſe,as they 
would cſhewrthecrime and danger of a contraditory 
oath, and we would moſt humbly andearneſtly beg 
of his Sacred Majeſtic, from the bottome of our 
hearts, that his Majceſtie would be graciouſly pleaſed 
to command , that the ſame may be ſo ſubſcribed, 
conforme to the declared explanation of the Kirk; 
which would prove the greateſt happineſſeand joy 
thar ever betc!l theſe diſconſolated SubjeRs of this 
nation, who{(though unjuſtly branded with many ca- 
lJumnies) yet never have,nor ever ſhal ſwerve fr6 our 
loyalty 
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( 27 ) 
loyalty due to the Lords anoytited: But would rea- 
dily imbraceany occaſion to imploy our lives andfor 
tunes for his Majeſties ſervice and honour: who (we 


heartily pray God) may long 8& happily ring over us, "oct 
There is annexcd to this Declaration a quotation {+ p,,jic- 
of ſundry as of Parliament, to provethat Epiſco- eye, 


pall government was not aboliſhed in the year 1580, 
whereunto albeit there is no neceſſity of anſwer, ſce- 
ing the mcaning of the Kirk of Scotland inher Con- 
feſſion of Faith is only to be ſought from her (elf, 
and the regiſters of her Aſſemblies, andnot from the 
Parliament , yet the ſame ſhall be ſpecially anſwered 
inthe order that they are alledged: after theſetwo ge- 
nerals arc offered to the Reader his conſideration, 
r. After the reformation of this Kingdome, the Kirk 
was (till wreſtling againſt all corruptions& eſpecially 
againſt Epiſcopacie.But through they clearly 8& fre- 


* quently condemned the ſame , yet the power of the 


enemies of reformation withſtood them long:* ſo that 
her own policy could not be obtained ratified expreſ 
ly &ſpecifice in Parliament,till the year of God 1592. 
which abrogateth all thoſe preceeding acts, alledged 
inthe contrare. 2. That acts of Parliament can no 
more make Eccleſiaſticall offices, nor give Eccleſia- 
ſticall priviledges, nor theacts of Aſſembly can eſta- 
bliſh civill offices of Eſtate, or grant tothem civill 
priviledges ; each Iudicatorie being properly confin- 
cd within their own ſpheres. 


eAuſwey to 


But before the acts of Parliament be particularly ;he 2%; 
marked and cited , there be two reaſons prefixed: the 1 5 6 7. 


one taken from ſome ats of Parliament 1567. cap.2. 


3-6. and cap, 68, Par, 1579. The other from the 
| D 2 oath 
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oath miniſtred tothe King, at his coronation, for the 
aR of Parliament 1567. _ no Biſhop nor 
other Prelate in this Realme, uſe any juriſditionin 
time coming by the Biſhop of Romes authority, It 
is evident hereby that Epiſcopacie is _— con- 
demned , as all other Prelacie was: for before that 
time they had no juriſdiction but from'the Pope:and 
therefore being diſcharged to execute that; they are 
diſcharged by the a& to executeany atall. Thar this 
is the true meaning and ſcope of thatact is maniteſt: 
becauſe the Kirk in the book of common order, and 
in the firſt book of diſcipline at that ſame time, ac- 
knowledgeth no other ordinarie office bearers ap- 
pointed by Chriſt in Eccleſia a rn" the Pa#or, 
Dottour , Elder and Deacon: and inher Aﬀemblics at 
that ſame time , was ſtill cenſuring-theſe who were 
called ordeſignedBi{bops by redſonof theirbenefices, 
as is inſtructed by the ats printed before the book 
—_—_ And therefore in the a&t Ww C_ 
1560. made in the ſame by theſe ſame perſons, 
ratifying the firſt book 2 ciſeipline, they Saded 
only thatBiſhops, Abbots, Pryors,&c.Being proteſtants, 


brook their revenews during their life-times : they 


ſuſtaining Miniſters in the mean time. 2. Inthe year 
1566. which preeceds that Parliament, the Kirk of 
this Kingdomeapproved the Confeffion of Hebvetia; 
wherein the paritie of Miniſters is preferred as Gods 
ordinance warranded by his word, to Epiſcopacte, as 
an humane conſuctude, 3. Becauſe at that time the 
Queen had reſtored the Archbiſhop of S*. Andrews; 


; therefore the Kirk ſupplicated the Nobilitie ofthe 


Kingdome, againſt that ACTTE— 
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demne as the curing of the head of the beaft once 
wounded within this land. Wherein they expreſly 
roms themſelves upon the ſaid actof Parliament 
ing before made in the year 1560. as a certane ab- 
rogation of the Arch-biſhops authority. 4. In the 2, 
book of diſcipline chap. 1 r.thekirkuſeth the ſameaR 
ofparliament as an abrogation of the Papiſticall Kirk, 
and Papiſticall juriſ{diRion, andthereby of Epiſcopall 
juriſdiction and power. 5. The Kirk thereafter in the 
ſame chapter declared their uniformity ofthis mean- 
ing by urging the a& of Parliament, 1567. printed 
amongſt the black as and renewed in the Parlamear 
holden 1579. (which immediatly followerh thea&t 
here cited) declaringthat no other Eccleſtaſticall ju- 
riſdition ſhall be uſed within this Realme, bur that 
which is and ſhall bee in the reformed Kirke and 
floweth therefrom:and they urge that none under the 
abuſed titles in Papiſtrie, of Prelats &c. attemptto - 
clame the benefite of any aR of Parliament, having 
no commiſſion ofthe reformed Kirk withinthis Re- 
alme. Whereby our Kirk declared all Zp:ſcopaltjurif- 
diction to bee Paprſficall, Which is the true meaning 
of the word, his Hirerchie in the ſhort confeſſion. For 
their juriſdition could low frenone otherbut from 
the + gi - it lowsnot from the Kirk:but was 
aboliſhed, and coriddemned by them: as is clear by the 
Regiſters of the Aſſembly, 6. The acts doaboliſh all 
Papiſticall juriſdiftion : And therefore all Epiſcopall ' 
juriſdiction,becauſe Epsſcopall policy and jurifdiftion 
is Papiſticall:as is acknowledged by many, &ſpecially 
by Door Poklingtun chaplane to. the Biſhop of Cax- 
rerburie; who deduccth a comtinuall lineall {i —_— 
om 


Anent the 
fexth att 
1567», 
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from Peter through the whole Popes,unto the preſent 

Arch-biſhop of Canterburie : and by the quotter him- 

{clf, who alledgeth ( albcit falſly) that this Kirk re- 

tained the Papiſticall Policie and government, 6. 

Whercir is ſaid in the reaſon; that our Kirkdid not 

innovat any thing inthatPolicie which they foundin 

the Kirk beforethe reformation: the ſame is control- 

led by the book of Common prayer, firſt book of 
Diſcipline, and acts of the Aſſemblies, 

And forthe 6. a& 1567.and the 68.aQ 1579.The 
ſame dothnot only not mention Biſhops,bur declar- 
cththe true Kirk to conſiſt only of Miniſters of the 
Goſpel then living, and theſe who thereafter ſhould 
riſez agreeing with them, in doQtrine and adminiſtra- 
tion of the Sacraments, and the people, asthe mem- 
bers thereof, which dire&ly excludeth Biſhops; a- 
gainſt whom the docrineand practiſe of {this Kirk, 
continually ſounded : eſpecially at that time. For 
inthe government of this Kirk by weekly meeting of 
Miniſters Elders, and reformed townes from the year 

1560 to the year x 5 7 6 (except the zmterim of the 
pretended convention at Leeth 1572, ) and fromthe 
year 1575. to the year 1581..The Aſſemblies for 
the moſt part were imployed in aboliſhing the cor- 
ruptions of Epiſcopacie , and incſtabliſhing rhe ſerled 
Policie: which was agreed upon, 1578.In the ſecond 
book of Diſcipline. In the which acts of Aſſembly 
and book of Diſcipline is ſet down at large the do- 
Etrine of the Kirk of Scotland, anent thatdiſcipline, 
as groundedand well warranded inthe word of God, 
and againſt Epiſcopall juriſdiftion, as an unlawfull 
humane inveation:So that Epiſcopariebcing contrare 
ro 
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to the dodrine of the Kirk of Scotland, 1579. The 
Biſhops diſagreeing from the Miniſters of the Evangel 
then living,in doctrine and in theuſe andadminiſtra- 
tion of the Sacraments,are declared by the ſaid ats 
to beno members of this Kirk, and the ſame as ci- 
ted for them do ſuthciently evince that Epiſcopacie 
was till condemned, notwithſtanding all ion 
madein the contrare, 


As for the Kings oath , the ſame containeth no ,_4,,,, 4. 
mention of Biſhops, bur by the contrary, the King is Xings oath, 


obliged thereby to maintain thetrue Religion of Ie- 
ſus Chriſt, the preaching of his holy word, and 
right adminiſtration of the Sacraments,then reccived 
and preached within this Realme. And ſeeing it is 
cleared by the preceeding relation,that Biſhops were 
neverallowed,but oppugned by the Kirk of Scotland, 
that oath doth not allow , but exclude Epiſcopacie 
whichis alſo more preſpicuous inthe ſhort confeſſt- 
on 1580.and 1581. when the Kirk ſet down her con- 
ſtant policie in DoQrine and Dilcipline grounded 
upon the word of God, wherein the Hier archie is 
abjured as contrary thereto; and craved anoath from 
his Majeſtie for maintenance thereof, which now alſo 
our gracious Soveraigne inthe judgement ofthe Kirk 
of Scotland is obliged to maintain , as being founded 
upon the word of Goo, and excluſive of Epiſcopa- 
ci as repugnant thereto. The ads of Parliament 
thereafter particularly cited are theſe mentioned in 
order. 

The 24. a@ 1567. ratifying all civill privileges 
formerly granted to the ſpirituall cſtace, and the 35. 
at 1571.Ratifying all ats made anent the _— 


C 9-3 
and libertie of the true Kirk : the ſame cannot be-ex. 
tended to the eſtabliſhing of Epiſcopacie becauſe it is 
not mentioned in theſe as , but by the contrary was 
abolithed by the as of the Aſſembly and Parlia- 
ment, before mentioned , ſo that the priviledges 
therein mentioned, are granted to ſuch Kirk.men 
as then were. received by the Kirk and Kingdome : 
and the freedome of the Kirk muſt bee interpret by 
her own judgement: who thought ever. Epiſcopall 
juriſdiction an heavie botidage: and yet thole privi- 
ledges can inferre no ſpirituall juriſdiion , but only 
civill priviledges ; ſome immunities and exemptions 
granted for the goods and perſons of Kirk-men as is 
cleare, 1.a&. Tames 1. Par. r, and 26, aR. Par. 2, 
Tames 1, and 4. at Par. 3, Tames 2, witly many 
others. 
It is hereto be ebſerved , that the carefull evolver 
of theſe acts of Parliament, hath omitted to cite the 


; 7. act. r.Parliament of King lames 6. bearing the cx- 


amination and admiſsion of Miniſters, to be only 
ig the power of the Kirk , then openly and publick- 
y profeſt; and preſentations to bee made to Superix- 

tendents, or others having commilſsion from the 
Kirk, & appcalleth fromthem,to the Superintendents 
and miniſters of the Province, and appealleth from 
theſe to the generall Aſſembly : in all which gradati- 
ons no mention ofBiſhops;bur they in effec excluded 
by that contrare diſtinction ofthe Kirk then openly 
profeſt : becauſe they were diſcharged by the fore- 
faid ſecond act 1 5 6 7. and Superintendents were then 
permitted like temporarie Evangeliits for the pre. 
{nt neceſlitie , declared in the firſt book of —_— 
eccle- 
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ad ecclefiam conftituendam ; but was abrogate from 
1575+ that theconſtant Policie of Eccleſia conſtituta 
began to be eſtabiſhed. 


As for the acts of Parliament, 1572. and 1573. It A4nent 
is known by therecords ofthetime, that the Regent *be attr 
thenlaboured hard to bring in Arch-biſhops , and Bj. 237% © 
ſhops, who werenot dead , bur ſtanding de fadopro- £573? 


vided to the power of theſe titulars of beneficcs, to 
fortifie his own deſignes , and counter-ballance the 
authoritie of Miniſters, prefling the puriticof refor. 
mation: and ſo cannot be honourably alleadged for 
the Biſhops at thistime : and yer it was done not by 
authoritic, but by warrand of ſome Miniſters of his 
own party conveened ar Leeth: and was only done 
foran znterim , ahd proteſted againſt by the next Af- 
ſembly ; and yet neverthcleſſe by rhe ſaids afts of 
Parliament, the Arch-biſhops, Biſhops, Superintendents, 
or Commiſſioners of Dyoces or Provinces,are joyn- 
ed together ( which is wrongouſly omitted in the 
quotration)to ſhow that no Arch-biſhop or Biſhop qu 
tales had any power, but only being de fatto ſtand. 
ing provided in the title , they were capable of a 
Commitſsion from the Kirk, which ſometimes they 
obtained , andinthe book of Aſſembly are named 
ſuch as arecalled Biſhops, and were under the Dilſci- 
pline of the Kirk: and in the ſame Superintendents pol- 
ſeſſoursandritulars of prelacies, as well as Arch-bi- 
ſhops and Biſhops , are ordained to be called and con- 
veened for thateffe& before the generall Aſſembly 
of the Kirk : And yetnonecanſay , That the offices 
of Abbots Pryors , &c. were then retained ; howbeir 
the benefices were nor cxtin z and few will grant, 
E that 


that when the CMrch.b 
in vigour, they thought themſelves ſubjeR ro the ge- 
nerall Aſſembly : asthey are by the ſaid at which 1s 
alſo fraudfully omitted in the quottation. 

As for the ads of Parliament 1578. and 
afts i578, 1579+ It is anſwered that the Kirk in this meane 
erd i579, time, from the year 1575. was buſied in abro- 

gating Epiſcopacte , and eſtabliſhing the conſtant 
policic, as is clear by the printed ats of Afﬀem- 
bly before the book of Diſcipline , and unprinted 
acts of Parl;ament : The Kirk by her Commifhoners 
daily reaſoning and agreeing with the Kings Majcſtie 
and his Commiſſioners upon theſe heads of policie, 
whereupon the Parliament, by the ſaid 69. at 1579. 
declareththere is none other juriſdition eccleſtaſti. 
call to bee acknowledged , but that which is inthi: 
reformed Kirk, and loweth there-from, whichex 

tinguiſheth Zpiſchpacie z becauſe it doeth not flow 
from this reformed Kirk: neither can produce its 
chartor from her:for beſides rhat it was aboliſhed by 
the foreſaids as 1567. It was condemned alſo inthe 
book of Policie , and inthe generall Aſſembly holden 
at Dwndie , 1580, and their whole cſtatc ſpirituall, 
and temporall condemned in the Aﬀembly at Glaſe- 
2ow 1581. and ſo acknowledged by his Majeſties 
Commiſſioner in the Aſſembly at Edinburgh 1581, 
ſo that by this aQt of Parliam. 1579.T he Biſhops are 
ſo aboliſhed , that unlcſle they be eſtabliſhed by law- 
full Aſſemblies of the Kirk,no a of Parliament fince 
ſen can conduce for thcir cſtabliſhment : ſeeing this 
a& with the other acts for their abolition, ſRtandeth 
yet unrepealled, And farther for theact of Parliament 


ops office was 


1578.if 
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1578.if theſame contribute any thing, forEpiſcopacy, 
it muſt eitherbebecauſe Biſhops are there mentioned, 
or for the power thereby conferred upon them: But 
both theſe areweak grounds. The firſt becauſethere is 
no Biſhop there named, but ſuch as ſtood provided de 
fatto on life: which is an diſignation of the benefice, 
which was not then extinct ; and not of the office 
which wascxtinct. The power conferred upon them 
by the ſaid act cangiveno ſtrengrh to the argument: | 
becauſe there is no juriſdiction granted thereby to 

them, but only power to viſit Hoſpitals: which the 

Parliam. might have granted to any perſon: but was 

moſt properto theſe idle titulars of benefices , who 

might beſt attend the ſame, or imploy means for 

their reparation. And this chargeis likewiſe commu- | 
nicate by act of Parliament to all Chancellours of | 
this Kingdome for the time being: And as to the {8 
7I. act 1579. Werep-at the former anſwers that Sw- | 
perintendents and Commiſ3toners are there joyned with | 
the Biſhops ; ro ſhow that no power is granted unto | 
them as Biſhops, but Commiſioners fromthe Kirk, and . 
the name is ſtill uſed, becauſe the benefice was not 

extinct, but they were known by that appellation. 

The acts of Parliament 158 r. were better al- Anent the 
ledgedfor Aſſemblics then Biſhops, for it is an expreſſe 4# 1581, 
ratification of the former a&ts of abolition of Biſhops, 

& abrogati6 of all acts or conſtitutions,cannons civil 
or municipall contrare to the Religionthen preſently 
profeſt within this kingdom: which is not only clear- 
ly expreſt in the words: but if they were doubrſome 
( as they are not ) were manifeſt for theſe reaſons. 
Firſt, the Aſſembly holden at Edinburgh, about the 

2 very 
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very ſameday, honoured with the preſence of his 
Majcſties Commiſſioner,is acknowledged by him to 
have condemned Epiſcopacie whereunto temporall 
juriſdition is annexcd : and the Aſſembly declaring 
that function to be againſt the word of God and acts 
of the Kirk , thereupon did ſupplicatthe Parliament, 
that they ſhould make no aRs repugnant to the word 
of God, eſpecially concerning Biſhops. Secondly, 
the King and Eſtates by thar actratifieth all acts made 
for mantainance of the libertic of the true Kirk of 
God, preſently profcfied within this Realme and pu- 
ritietherof: which preſent profeſſioncan be no other, 
then that which was received by the Kirk and Af- 
ſembly then preſently ſitting ſo near the Parliament 
at Edinburgh , which had approven the Preſbyteriall 
government, condemned the Epiſcopall, and ratified 
the ſhort confeſsion ſimul & ſemel , wherein the Eſtates 
had ſworn to the Preſbyteriall and abjured —_— 
government, Thirdly, this ratification of the former 
ads of Parhament muſt be interpreted, according to 
the words thereof, to be inall points, which are not 
prejudiciall to thar purity of Religion and liberty of 
the Kirk preſently profeſſed within this Realme, And 
at this time the wholcEſtats hadſubſcribed the ſhort 
Confeſhon,and ſo ſworn to the diſcipline, fer down 
inthe book of diſcipline,which by this act is ratified 
in the firſt place, beforc any ſpeciall enumeration of 
particular a&ts, Fourthly , it hath been formerly 
ſhownethat in the preceecing afts of Parliament 
where <Arch-biſneps or Biſhops are namcd, thc ſame 
hath bcen by reaſon of-chceir benehice, and not their 
office: whichthe Parliament could not g.verhem bes 
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ing abrogate by Aſſembly: or having intendecreally 
to give them any place, would not havejoyned $#. 
perintendents and other Commiſhoners with them: 
or otherwiſe they arenamed as having cquall power 
with the Superintendents and other Commiſſioners, 
as in the convention at Leeth ;z and conforme to the 
time, ſpecially 1572, and 1573. Wherein ſome titu- 
lars or poſſeſſors of prelacies, ſocalled inthe 46.a&t 
of the Parliament 1572, had a commiſſion from the 
Kirk like unto Superintendents , which was not fully 
abrogate untill r 5 80, Burt all this was withour preju- 
dice of the, Kirk her libertie, to recall her own com» 
miſſion from theſe who were provided to prelacies; 
and to condemne their Epiſcopall offices, whereunta 
they aſcrived the power; which they really had by 
their commiſſion: as the Kirk did upon good reaſons 
abrogate the office of Superintendents without im- 
punging of the ſaids acts of Parliament (which were 
never reſcinded till 1592) whereby iris evidenrt,that 
though this a& of Parliament x58 3. ratifie the for- 
mcracts wherein Arch-biſhops, Biſhops, Superintend: 
ents, or other Commiſhoners of the Kirk are named, 
yer ſeeing the ſaids aRtsare alternative conceived, the 
vigourand efficaciethereof ſubſiſts by this ratificati- 
on inthe laſt alternative; viz. Commiſſioners from 
the Kirk , Dyoces or Province: ſeeing the remanent 
were formerly condemned: eſpecially by this AC- 
ſembly of Edinburgh holdenthe timeof the Parlia- 
ment. Fifthly , this ratification :58r, of the former 
acts made in favours of thetrue Religion repeating 
only the titles of theſe acts and not themſelves, 
cannot impgrt any corroboration of the oihces under 
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thetyays mentioned in theſe former acts: becauſe this 
ratitication, can only be extended tothe marter, and 
not to the deſignation of the perſons, expreſt in the 
formeracts. which is only perſonall and circumſtan- 
tiall as for inſtance, this act 158 r. could not confer 
any poweror imploymentupon Superintendents: be- 
cauſe that ofhce was then abrogate; and our of the 
Kirk. But thetrue meaning of the actis; that ratifying 
the ſubſtance and matter in favours of the Kirk and 
Religion,irdothintruſt theexecution to theſe whom 
the Kirk ſhall lawfully authorize with commiſſion 
forthatead, which is more manifeſt ia the 1 14. act 
Par. 12, 1592. whereinthis act 158. and all theacts 
thereincontained are ratified quo ad materiam: and yet 
all Arch<biſhops and Commiſioners are diſcharged and 
all Ecclefiaſticall marrers ſubjected ro Preſbyreries. 
Sixthly , it cagnot probably agree with reaſon that 
by this ratification the Parliament, above thcir po- 
wer would indevouretocſtabliſhinthe Kirk any fun- 
ctionſorecently condemned of before by the Aſſem- 
blies at Dundie 1580. and at Glaſgow and Edinburgh, 
158:, immediatly before this Partiament. 

The acts of Parliament 1584. are of ſeverall na- 
tures. But they were proteſted againſt, by the Mini. 
ſters of Edinburgh in the name ofthe Kirk of Scotland, 
at the mercate crofſe of Edinburgh, when they were 
proclamed and as they were madein that time which 
was called the houre of darkneſfie in this Kirk, tirran- 
nized by the Earle of Arran, ſo arc they cxpretly re- 
pealed 1592. Cap, 114- 

Anent the act of Pailiament 1584. For the three 
Eftztes, and fo furth, Toanſwer: Primo, that the _> 
rom 
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from the year of God 1580. 1581, thatthe Confef- 
fion was ſubſcribed, unto the year 1597. all this 
time was by continuall acts condemning the officeof 
Biſhops, their ſpirituall, their remporall, their whole 
eſtate, their confuſion ofcivill and Eccleftaſticall ju. 
riſdiction, and craving in Councell and Parliament 
the diſſolution of Prelacies and theerection of Preſ< 
byrerics. 

2, De facto the former Biſhops being contiaually 
proceſſed and ſentenced by the Kirk, theſe who pre- 
ſumed to uſurp that office condemned by the Kirk, 
namely M*, Patrick Adamſon, and M*, Robert Mount- 
gomrie inthe year 1582. 1584. 1586. they werede- 
prived and excommuaicate by this Kirk before the 
Parliament, 1587. 

3- De facto no Eccleſiaſticall Biſhop voted in Par- 
liament but Monntzomrieand Adamſon, who were 
taken in by the Earle of Arran, unto the Parliament 
holden in CAay at Edinburgh 1 5 8 4. Wherein the 
three Eftates ratifieth the honour and digaitic of the 
three Eſtates, ſo that as theſe two Biſhops cannot bee 
called thethird Eſtate which doth ratific, ſothe Eſtate 
of Biſhops, cannot be called thethird E #ate, which is 
ratified : eſpecially ſeeing be that fame Parliament in 
the 132, act. Biſhops of the Diocicare but nominate 
the Kings Commiſſioners. And in the laſt act of thar 
ſame Parliament, printed of oldin black lerter, there 
is ſer down the Kings Commiſſion granted to the 
faid pretended Biſhop Adamſon. 

- 4+» From 1581, till the year 1597. the quotterdo- 
eth not cite norcan cite any act of Parliament exprel- 
ly nominating aay ccclefiaſticall Bſ/op but thatin = 
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1584, wherein heis named as oneamongſt other the 
Kings Commiſſioncrs, whereof ſome were meere ſe- 
cular p2rſons. 

5. Ir is clear by the firſt act of the ninth Parlia- 
ment 15 84. and thecleventh act of the 10. Parlia- 
ment 1585. that Biſhopricks, Prelacies, Abbacies, Pry- 
ories , Nunries , were then thought to bee alike inthe 
- Kings hands , were granted to whatſoever perſons 
being his ſubjects,albeit they brooked no office in the 
Kirk : ſo that ſomeof theſe lord-ſhips and Barronies 
were errected before 1587. and excluded from the 
annexation. | 

6. As the Kirk hadever been craving the diſſolu- 
tion of Prelacies, and condemmng the temporall as 
well as the ſpirituall Eſtate of aj , by their act 
ofthe Aſſerably 1581. and by their cenlure of the 
Presbyteric of $rriviling for admitting Moantgomrie 
tothe temporality of the Biſhoprick of G/a/ſzow,and 
cenſure of Mountzomrie for alpyring thereto, con- 
trareto the word of God and ats of the Kirk in the 
Aſſembly r587. 1uni. So in the 11. Parl, of King 
Tames the ſixt 29. of Iuly 1587. 29.4. The three 
Eſtates of Parliament annexeth to the crown, all 
Lordſhips and Barronics pertaining to whatſoever, 
Archbiſhops , or Biſhops , Abbots ; Pryors, Nunnes , and 
Munkes: reſerving alwayes to Archbiſhops , Biſhops, 
Abbots, Pryors, Pryoreſſes , commendators , and others 
polleſſours of great Benefices of the eſtate of Pre/ates, 
and which before had or harh vote in Parliament, the 
principall Caſtles and Forralices : whereby itis clear: 
that the ffylus curie naming three Eſtats did no wayes 
iaclude Miniſters beingBiſbops:ſecing no eccleſiaſtical 
Biſhops 
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Biſhops,ſate inthat Parliament, nor could fit: becauſe 
the only two B:ſhops of the time Adamſon and Monts 
gomery , were before depryved and excommunicar, 
and certainly they neither would nor could have 
ſitren as an Eſtate in Parliament ro abrogatetheir own 
eſtate and lordſhips,and temporall land, where -upon 
that at acknowledgerh any right they had , did dee 
pend, 2. Iris clear that Arch.biſhops or Biſhops , Ab 
bots, Pryors, &c. all alike voted in Parliament of old, 
not by reaſon of their ecclefiaſticall office , but by 
reaſon of their great benefices and lordſhips: which 
hereis ſaid ro have had vote in Parliament : for thar 
cannot be relativero the perſons , as unto Pryereſes : 
but unto the benefices. So that Miniſters voted 
not as Miniſters in name of the Kirk , but as poſ- 
ſeſſours of theſe great benefices or Barconies : and 
others who were not eccleſtaſticall perſons being 
titulars, and poſſeſſours of theſe great benefices both 
communi ftylo were called, Biſhops, Abbots , &c. by 
yertue ofthe benefice without any office,in the rolls 
of Parliament, and inthe a& of Aſſembly r 587. 
The Biſhoprick of Cathnes is ſaid to vaike by deceaſe 
of Robert Earle of March, the Kings Uncl:: And 
the Aſſembly ia their letter to the King declareth, ro 
be againſt the word of Gov and acts of the Kirk, 
ro preſentand admir any Miniſter to that Biſhoprick, 
as alſo ſome of theſe titulars , and poſſeſſours of the 
benefices, albeit they had no ecclefiaſticall office, 
did ſome times ryde and yote in Parliament. 3. Itis 
clear that thethree Eſtars by taking away from Arch- 
biſhops,and Biſhops,cheir lordſhips Barronies,and tems 


porall lands,they took away their vorein parliament, 
which 
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which dothnotſubſiſt, but in and by thebenefice,and 
thereforcecclefiaſticall perſons ſeparat tothe Goſpel 
for want of their great bencfices , had no vote in Par- 
liament, till the 15 97. (albcit all ſhe interveened acts 
arc made by the three Eſtates ,) wherein the Kings 
Majcſtic reſtorcth Miniſters to the titles and dignities 
of Prelacics, which ſhowerh that before they were 
diſponed to others then Miniſters; and providerh 
that Miniſters preſented to theſeritles and digniries, 
and to the benefice of Biſbopricks, ſhall have votre in 
Parliament: which ſhowerh that the benchice and not 
the office giveth right to vote in Parliament , like as 
the very act of Parliament 1606.acknowledgeth,that 
by the at of annexation of the temporalicy of benc- 
ficetothe Crown 1587. the eſtate of Biſhops werein- 
dirc&ly aboliſhed: and therefore they behoved to re- 
ſcind thea& of aanexation anent the benefice, and re- 
ſtore them rothelſe titles , and dignities , before Mi- 
niſters could vote in Parliament, but theſe acts alſo 
arc hereafter anſwered. 7. But asfor 130, at 1584, 
no Biſhop istherein mentioned : and yet it isadduced 
for Brſbops , becauſethe three Eſtates are thereinnam- 
ed , under one of which the Prelate claimeth to bee 
comprehcnded,but why more hethen Abors,and Pry- 
ors formerly aboliſhed , as well as Epiſcopacie 2 why 
more by that at, then many former made when 
Biſhops ncither rode, fate , nor voted in Parliament : 
but wereexpugned outofthis Kirk, and yerthe acts 
were all made by the three Eſtates , which albeit it 
ncedcth i:one other demonſtrationthen that it is /fylaw 
curie , carefully obſerved in this Kingdome: Yet the 
trath is, that the Nobilitie, Barrons , and Burrows 
were 
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were thethree Eſtates of this Kingdome, many hun- 
der years after Chriſtianity , beforeany Biſhops was 

inthis Kindome ,asis obſerved by Buchanan and Boe- 

tius, and acknowledged by Leſly in his Chroni. 
cles : and after*rhe Biſhops were abrogat expreſly 
the three Eſtates of Parliament did: continue, and 
make all a&s of Parliament. Yea, after the r 5 9 2. 
where Biſhops were diſcharged , for if Biſhops were 
an Eſtate, there bchoved to be foure Eſtates of Parli- 
ment; a$there are ſo many named inthe Commiſſion 
granted by King Iamzs, and King Cuarrtns,viz. 
The Clargie, Nobilitie , Barrons, and Borrows , 
and that as eccleſiaſticall perſons ſeparate to the Go- 
ſpel, ſince the reformation, were never warranted 
to voice in Parlianient, while. 1597. So on the 0- 
ther part, the Barrons are, and have been, as an E- 
ſtare of parliament in uncontravered poſleſhon of vo- 
ting in Parliament, conforme to rhe.x01. act Parl. 7. 
King Iams s the firſt, renewed again inthe Parliament 
"1585. and 1587, att 112, wherein precepts of the 
Chancelarie are ordained to bee directed to the Bar- 

rons as unto an Eſtate of Parliament: even as they 

ſhall be dire& unto other Eſtates, to wit, The No- 
bilitic and Borrows: which inthat a&is mentioned, 
So inthis ſame act of Parliament ( which inthe nar- 
rative relateththe bygone great decay of rhe ecleſi- 

alticall Eſtate ) There areexpreſt three campleart E- 

ſtates inParliament, The Nobilitic, Barrons,ahd Bor- 
rows. Andas in law thethree Eſtates are intire with- 

out Biſhops orMiniſters voters in Parliament, Soalſo, 

it is moſt expedient, and neccflar for the liberti2 of 
the Kirk, honour of the King, and peaceof this king- 
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dome : That no Miniſters vote in Parliament, as is 
more clearly and largely proved in the reaſons ofthe 
Prorteſtation, giveninto Parliament againſt the ſame, 
1606, AndintheaRof this Aſſembly againſt civill 
places of Kirk-men. 

.As for the x31.act 1584. no Biſhop isthercin men- 
tioned togetany benefite thereby,and far leſſe can the 
ſame reach to the prejudice of the late Aſſembly , 
which was indicted by his Majcſtie,and is anordinare 
judicatorieallowed by the laws of Godand man: like 
as it isanſwered in our proteſtation, more largely. 

And forthe 132, and 13}. actof the ſaid Parlia- 
ment 15 $4.thereis no Eccleftaſticall priviledge orau- 
thority thereby granted to Biſhops as Biſhops; but only 
a power of cognition: whercin the Parliament hath 
joyned others the Kings Commiſhoners with them, 
only as the Kings Commilsioners: and granted the*” 
ſame unto ſeculare perſons with them : but the King 
could never provide them to theoffice and juriſdicti- 
on of Biſhops , which was aboliſhed by many acts of 
Parliament and Afſemblics before written, 

The 23-act 1587. worketh directly againſt Ziſhops: 
being a generall ratification ofallacts formerly made 
anentthe religion preſently profeſt inthis kingdome: 
which muſt include the acts aboliſhing Zpiſcopacie; 
but eſpecialy, \ſeeing in the ſame Parliament 1587, 
temporalllivings are takin from the Biſhops, as well 
as the office was 1567. And the ſame act undoubted- 
ly was granted in the ſame mcaning, wherein the Kirk 
did crave it;zwho that ſame year had often condemned 
Epiſcopall government, as contraire to Gods word, 
and ” libertic ofthe Kirk , and approved Presbyre- 
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riall government, as flowing from thepure foun- 
taine of Gods word. | 

It faleth in here to be remarked that the a 1 14.4979 4,4 the 
7592. is never alleadged: and that becauſe it not only a# 1592, 
revocks in particular the foreſaid acts 1584. butin 
generall all other as contrary to that diſcipline then 
cſtabliſhed, and in particulare, the Aſſemblies, Preſ- 
bytries and Synods, with the diſcipline and juriſdi- 
ion ofthis Kirk,are ratified and eſtabliſhed,as moſt 
juſt and Godly, not withſtanding whatſoever ſta- 
rute$gas, cannons, civill or muncipall laws made 
in thecontrare : whereunto his Majeſtics prerogative 
is declared to be no wayes prejudiciall, Further the 
ſaid at abrogaresallacts granting commiſſon to Bi- 
ſhops, and ohie Iudges conſtiture in Eccleſiaſticall 
cauſes ; and ordaincth preſentationto benefices to be 
direc to Presbyteries, with power to | 
thereupon: And ſo containeth a ratification of the 
heads of Policie ſet down in the ſccond book of 
diſcipline. Which a& is renewed a& 60, anno 1593. 
and the power of Presbyreries acknowledged 1594. 
a& 129. and was never reſcinded expreſly in totum; 
but only in part by the ratification oftheact of Glaſ- 
zow. Which now cannot be reſpected ; but falleth ex 
conſequent: _—_ that Aſſembly of Glaſgow is now 
upon juſt and infallable reaſons declared ro have been 


2 


null ab initio:and ſo this a of Parliament, wiſely o- | 
mitted by the colleRer tothe Commiſſoners grace 
might ſerve alone, without our prececding ſpeciall 
anſwers, for clearing the whole prececdingadts. 
The 23.a& 1597. granteth thepriviledge ofa voice eAvent the - 
in, Parliament to the whole Kirk;and uaderthatname al 1597. 
to 
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t6 Abbots, or other perſons provided to prelacies, 
as well as Biſhops: even as in time of papiſtrie, So as 
S", Robert Spottiſwood , Abbot of New.abbay ro1d 
thereafterin Parliament: which was both unwarrant- 
able and unuſuall. Which doth nothing contribute 
for the Biſhops advantage, becauſe albeit the benefice 
was not extinct, yet neither the King nor the Parlia. 
ment might givethemrhe office ſo ofr condemned by 
this Kirk: which is alſo acknowledged inthe ſame 
act; becauſe after the granting to them of the ſaid 
voice, the Parliament remiteth them to rhe King and 
the Aſſembly, concerning their office intheir ſpiritu- 
all policie and government inthe Kirk. 2, The ſaid 
act beareth expreſly to be but prejudice of thejuriſ- 
diction & diſcipline of the Kirk, eſtabliſhed by acts of 
Parliament made in any time preceeding, and permit- 
ted by the ſaidacts to all provinciall and generall Af- 
ſcmblies, and other whatſoever Presbyterics and Sel- 
ſions of the Kirk: and fo the ſame cannot derogat 
from the former acts ratifyingthe preſent diſcipline 
of the Kirk,cſpecially the ſaid act 15 92. nor yet from 
the acts of the Aſſembly abjuring Epiſcopacre. 3. The 
priviledgc is granted upon condition they be actuall 
Paſtors and Miniſters. And ſo we refertothe world 
and themſelves, if with good conſciences they may 
clame the benefice of that act. 4. Thar priviledge was 
obtruded, and pretended to be introduced in Can 
of the Kirk: who may and hath renounced the ſame, 
as being incompatible with their ſpiricuall function: 
as the act of the Aﬀembly at more length beareth, 
upon undeniable reaſons. 5. When voice in Parlia- 


ment was firſt plauſible obtrudcd upon the Kirk, it 
Was 
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was neither proponded nor tolerated in other tearms 
then that only ſuch ſhould have vote in Parliament, 
as had commiihon from the Kirk. Sothat notas Bz. 
ſhops , but as Miniſters, Commiſſioners from the 
Kirk , they had vote in Parliament. Like asthe AC 
ſembly at CAcontroſe, 1600, being ſo hardly preſt by 
authority , that they couldnor get it altogether re. 
fuſcd ( albeit in their conference at Haly-rud-houſe, 
1599. they proponed unanſ{werable reaſons againſt 
this, andall other civill places of Paſtours)ſct down 
cautions, binding the Miniſters voters in parliament, 
to bee inſert in the a of Parliameut fubſcquent: 
which was omitted notwithſtanding of the Biſhops 
oath and dutic in the contrare ; forthe breach where- 
of they arenow moſt juſtly cenſured. 6, The ra- 
tificatoric acts of the priviledges of the Kirk and 
Diſcipline thereof then profeſt , are not thereby 
abrogat , but notwithſtanding thereof muſt ſtand 
in force, becauſe it is ever underſtosd , and fre- 
quently provyded in Parliament, thar all a&ts there. 
of are made ſalvo jure cnjuſlibet; farremore ſalvojure 
eccleſie & ſponſe Chriitt, when ſhe is robbed of 
her right without audience : eſpecially ſeeing her 
right, is uſually ratified inthe firſt at of every Par- 
tiament. 7 Albeitit were granted, that by this AR of 
Parliament,or any whatſoever the Prelates had voice 
in Parliament, yet thatdoth notexeimethem from 
Eccleſiaſtick cenſure, nor forefaulr the Kirks right, 
whereby ſhe may condemnethem fortheirtranſgreſ- 
fions : as now this Aſſembly moſt juſtly hath done, 
for by their own caveats, whoſoever isecclefiaſtical- 


ly cealured by Presbyteries and provinciall Aſſem- 
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blies, ipſo faZ7o loſeth his benefice and vote in Par- 

liamenrt. 8, Further, the Biſhops in their declinatour 
profefſe they never had commiſſion from this Kirk 
to voicefor her in Parliament,according tothe cauri- 
ons ſer down in the Afſembly at Montroſe: for the 
which caurions that Aſſembly was never challenged, 
as trinching upon the thirdEſtate, 

The ac of parliament x 6 o 6. is coincident with 
the nature of the precceding aRs, for albeit the 
King and parliament might have reponed them to 
their rents, teends, lands, &c. which wereannexed 
to the Crown; yea, might have diſponed to them 
any part ofthe patrimonie of the Crown, If lordly 
titles and civill places inthe perſons of paſtours fe- 
paratto the Goſpel, had been lawfull , yet could not 
give them the ſpiricuall office, and juriſdiction ſpi- 
rituall, which was aboliſhed and abjured by many 
preceeding as of Aſſembly and parliament fore. 
cited. Et quodillud tantum agebatur , is evident by the 
whole ſtraine of the AR, reponingthem, for remeed 
of their contempt and povertie to their dignities,pri- 
viledges, livings , rents, lands , and teinds: and this 
alwayes limited, as was competent to them , ſince 
the reformation of Religion in the reformed Kitk : 
From which time their office and juriſdiftion ſpiri- 
tuall was alwayes extint, Which is evidently ac- 
knowledged in the act of Parliament 1592. and cx- 
preſly in the at of parliament 1597, granting voice 
in parliament to Miniſters. Which albcit it wasthe 
firſt ſtep to Epiſcopacie , yet the parliament thereby 
hath remitted the office of Biſhops intheir ſpirituall 
policic and government {as not pertaining to _ 
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civill place and juriſdiction ) tothe King and thege- 


nerall Aſſembly of Miniſters, as properly belonging 
to them, but prejudice alwayes of thejuriſdiction 

and diſcipline of the Kirk, permitted by many acts of 
Parliameart, (whereof that 1592. forecited is oae) to 
generall provinciall Aſſemblies , Presbyteries and 
Seſhons of the Kirk , which were never prejudged 
neither by the act 1606. nor by the act 160g. albeit 

corruption was then faſt advancing;rill the year 1612 

at which time firſt, and neverbefore, the King and 

Eſtates had takenthe advice of the pretended Afſem- 

bly at Glaſzow, anent their office and ſpiricuall juril- 

diction formerly remitted to them: as 1s clearcin the 

act of Parliament 1612, relativetothat remitin the 

Parliament 1597. which for that caule is alſo omit- 
ted by the quorrer. 

Likeas alſo the act of Parliament 1 609. reſtoreth 
them only to temporall juriſdiction,and priviledges, 
lawfully pertaining to them and flowing from his 
Majeſtie, as any other ordinare juriſdiction doth: 
with reſervarion of the Kings ſupremacie and prero- 
eativetherein:which can no wayes comprehend their 
Eccleſiaſticall office, becauſe the ſame is not a tem- 
porall juriſdiction, neither did lawfully pertaine to 
them, but by the law of God}, andacts ofthis Kirk 
after reformation:and by the act 15 92. was abrogat 
and taken from them: and the Ecclefiaſticall power 
eſtabliſhed in Presbyreries, Sothar ifit bean Eccle- 
ſiaſticall office, it cannot low from the King, who 
cannot make a Miniſter, Doctor, Elderor Deaconin 
the Kirk ; albeit he may preſent a Miniſter made by 


the K1xs of Kings to the Kirk: neither caarhe Par- 
liamenr 
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a - {ct down conſecration to the office, without a pre- 
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liament inſtitute originally any Eceleſtaſticall office 
in the Kirk, as is before ſaid. Further the intended 
ſcope of that actis only the reſtitutionof Commil- 
fariats and temporall juriſdiction flowing from his 
Majeſtic:as isclearby theact it ſelf, bearing thar they 
ſhall brook all priviledgesaad juriſdictions granted 
to them by his Majeſtic, and cedintegrates them to 
their former authority and juriſdiction , lawfully 
pertaining to them, alwayes flowing from his Maje. 
ſtie (from whom only temporall juriſdicuondoth 
flow ) which 'is only the juriſdiction of Commiſlers 
in temporall cauſes, and no wayes any ſpirituall ju- 
riſdiction competent ratione of ficii : which by Gods 
word and the laws ofthe Kiagdome was abjuredin 
them,and eſtabliſhedin Aſſemblies Presbyreries,&c, 
as is many times before repcared. But to convince 
them further it is notor that both 1606,and 1609, 
they roadin Parliament, & by rtheirown voices and 
theiniquityof the time, made the ſaid acts without in- 
ſerting the cautions made at Aontroſe, w.thout any 
commiſſion from the Kirk, contraireto the ſaid cau- 
tions and their own oath givenfor obſervance there- 
of, againſt which the Kirk of Scotland did proteſt ſo. 
{cmnly, clearing unanſwerably , not only the unlaw- 
fulneſſe ot their Ecclefiaſtick Epiſcopal function; but 
alſo of the civill places in perſons of Paſtors, from 
Gods word, our confeſſion of Faith, 1580. aRs of 
this Kirk and Kingdome; butthis proteſtation being 
rejeted by them avas printed to the view of the 
world. 
And as for the a@ of Parliameat 1617. itcannot 
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ceeding aR ofthe Kirk: which is not aleadged: but by 


the contraire, the Kirk, had before coademned thar” 


office, and did particularly proteſt againſtthat at of 
Parliament. Moreover this a& is builded upon the 
ſuppoſed ground of Glaſgow Aﬀembly 1610. which 
for infallable reaſons is now annulled:and ſonot only 

this act 1617. but all after acts, ratifying the ſame, 

fall ex conſequenti; both by thelight of reaſon, law 

and practiſe of this Kingdome. For whenthe princi- 

pall a& or right ratified dothfall, the ſubſequent ra- 

tification falleth eo zpſo; eſpecially inthis caſe, when 

civill laws in Eccleftaſticall matters, cannot be made 

originally, nor ſubſiſt after the abolition of the Ec- 

cleſtaſticall conſtitutions, which they ordaine under 

Civill ſanction ro be obeyed: and yer being once an- 

nulled they cannot be obeyed. And furthereven that 
corrupt Aſſembly of Glaſgow 1610. which is now 

declared to have been null ab #itio , did never reſtore 

the office of a diocefian Biſhop before condemnedin 

this Kirk ; but did too far cnlargeand extend the po- 

wer of theſe who were provided tothe benifice of 
Biſhops ; and yetalwayes under cautions and limitati- 

ons {worn unto: which they never obſerved gand up- 

on condition of their ſubjecion for cenſureto yearly 

gcnerall Aſſemblies : which they have nor keeped, 

but impeded, and ſo they ought not to clame the be- 

nefice oftheſe as of Parliament concluded by their 

own voyces, and proteſted againſt by the Kirk of 
Scotlandand violated by themſelves. 


Andlaſt, for anſwer toall acts of Parliament what- g,,c/u; 
ſoever, let the Chriſtian Reader conſider, if, as the jor, 


Aſſembly lately convecaed by his Majeſties indicti- 
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| $944 the name of Teſus Chriſt, ſhould judge (and 
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bh proceeded) by the word of God alone ; and nor 
byacts of Parliament: ſo we are oblidged by our oath 
made to God, to returne tothe doctrine and diſcip. 
line of this Kirk 1580. and renounceall ſubſequent 
acts contrary thereunto, and prejudicial ro the puri- - 
tie of reformation and the Kirk, in whoſe favours 
any pretended priviledges is granted, and that out of 
experience of reall prejudice, and the pungent fins 
of our oath and danger of perjuriez under which this 
Kingdome lieth: for the which we ardeatly deprecat * 
Gods wrath, & beg mercy toevery oneof us wh are 
guilty ; and muſt ſtill continue our earneſt and hum. 
ble ſupplications to his Majeſtic for redreſle: as we 
ſhall do our petitions to God, for preſerving the ſa- 
cred perſon of our dread Soveraigne, and perperuat- 
ifig his reigneand his Royall poſterity over this land 
ſo long as the world indureth. 


* Reviſed according to the ordinance of the generall 
Aſftembly , by me M*. A. Thonſton Clerk thereto: 
Edink, 14. of 
F tb. 16 3 9. 
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